Between the Lines 


152 Madison Avenue 
New York City 


THE CHRISTIAN LAYMAN’S INFORMATION SERVICE 


CuHartes A. WELLS, Editor 


CONDENSED, NON-DENOMINATIONAL Grace Lozirr, Ass’t Editor 





Vol. II, No. 7 


March 29, 1943 








RENEWALS 


Now that we are well passed our 
first birthday, subscription renewals 
will be a steady problem for both our 
office and our readers. The speed 
with which our circulation has grown 
is rare indeed. It has been hard for 
us to keep up with it. Now with 
renewals added to the constant and 
large stream of new subscribers, the 
task has doubled. The only way it 
can be handled satisfactorily is for 
our clients to renew promptly when 
the subscription dollar is again due. 

Already some are writing us, “I 
neglected to send in my renewal dol- 
lar and have missed the last few 
issues. Here is the dollar, please for- 
ward the copies I missed. Don’t want 
to miss any!” 

You can see how that piles up 
work for our staff. When you get 
your notice of renewal, please mail 
your response in promptly. That will 
help us to help you. It is the strong- 
est vote you can cast for the mainte- 
nance of freedom of speech and truth. 
And remember, sending in a new sub- 
scription with your renewal DOUBLES 
THE VOTE. 











Priority for Cigarettes 


With a desperate food shortage facing 


America in the immediate future, with 
transportation facilities crowded nearly to 
the breakdown stage, and with a great cam- 
paign on to utilize all possible land for food 
production, word comes from Washington 
that the cigarette manufacturers and tobacco 
monopolies are to continue to enjoy their 
virtual priority over milk, eggs, butter and 
meat. 

Your boy may not be getting any meat 
or eggs at the front but nothing is to be 
allowed to happen which will prevent him 
from having a nice fresh pack of Luckies 
or Camels every day—provided, of course, 
that he or someone else pays for them. He 
may be out of ammunition but the big boys 
in Washington are going to see to it that 
the ships and trucks with the cartons of 
Chesterfields get through. 

Now get this straight—we are not carp- 
ing about the boys who smoke. This is not 
the complaint of a priggish reformer. This 
is a report on how the powerful tobacco in- 
dustry is using the war to achieve as big 
a boost in its business as it got out of the 
last world war. 

In 1913 cigarette consumption in this 
country was 164 per capita. Now it is 1,680 
per capita. The aim of the tobacco com- 
panies is to reach a 3,000 per capita figure 
by 1947, producing a hollow cough in every 
household. 

The USO in the camps are being pushed 
as prosperous outlets for cigarette sales. 
(Did you think the USO gave the boys 
cigarettes? Ask them!) Cigarettes are 
being used as diplomatic ammunition. 


(Continued on next page) 


Toward Fascism 


The national “cradle to grave” security plan announced recently by the President 
has clarified and sharpened the coming conflict between the social planners in Washing- 
ton and big business interests which are afraid for the future of the profit system in 
the post-war years. 

Mr. Roosevelt has, with his usual superb political cunning, tossed the ball into the 
hands of Congress and says that the burden of planning the social and economic cushions 
for protecting the country against the slacks and let-downs of the post-war period 
now rests entirely there. The Senate, without a word of debate, created a special 
committee on post-war economic policy and planning. Its chairman, Senator George, 
who also heads the Finance Committee, said that it would start organizing and go to 
work at once. 

Thus in the coming months we will see brought to bear on Congress all the pressure 
that can be summoned by the various interests and blocs of power in the country to 
influence the shaping of our future. 

Elsewhere in this issue we report to you the parallel situation as it exists in England. 
To boil the question down, it is simply a matter of whether we can maintain a system 
of unrestricted private enterprise and meet the needs of approximately 35,000,000 people 
whose lives will be drastically disjointed when the war is over. 

The strangle-hold of big business monopoly is one of the main barriers. And one 
of the major errors of today’s thinking is that big business monopolies belong to the 
capitalistic system of private enterprise. Big business monopoly is the chief enemy 
of free enterprise which is the soul and genius of capitalism. If big business manages 
to hold the monopolies it has gained so swiftly in the past few years, we will inevitably 
become a fascist state. Managerial monopoly at the top, labor monopoly held by pow- 
erfully entrenched labor leaders at the other end, can bring a fascist regime to us 
quickly and completely. The drift is definitely that way. If the working man re- 
gains control over his unions and if the average business man and the little business 
man can regain a reasonable access to markets and resources, there is a chance for 
true capitalism to survive. However we had better face the fact that the tide is swing- 
ing the other way. 

The Christian teaching of cooperation and sharing as it emanates from our churches 
and our lives, as it penetrates our national thought and planning, is the only source of 
hope. As we have frequently stated in our reports to you, the faith prevalent today 
that unchristian socialism can save unchristian capitalism is the greatest menace to 
democracy we have known. 


Moscow Viewpoint 


In spite of all official propaganda to the contrary, we have kept you posted on the 
fact that Moscow is not in harmony with the plans and personalities of London and 
Washington. 

Did you know that Stalin recently said that the Russians do not consider the Ameri- 
can and British action in Africa a second front? He also said, in so many words, 
that unless England and America quickly consummate their plans in Africa and make 
a full-fledged attack where German strength is importantly situated, the Russians would 
consider themselves alone in the war and would concentrate on the fulfillment of their 
own “destiny”. 

Do you think that “destiny” will be in full accord with dollar and Tory imperialism? 
This war is coming to another climax. We freely forecast that the immediate months 
ahead will produce some stern upsets to this strange morganatic marriage of New Deal 
socialism and racial imperialism. 


. . + 
Chungking Viewpoint 

Madame Chiang Kai-shek said some things recently that were not at all com- 
fortable or fitting to “the status quo” of the United Nations. Our government, the 
British government and the press of both nations passed over the great lady’s words 
as quickly and as lightly as possible but the words stuck and stung. We have been 
told that there has been a lot of squirming in high places. 

Said Madame Chiang: “China wants revenge and racial hatred to have no place 
in the post-war world. Cooperation and mutual respect must be everywhere. All 
nations, great and small, must have equal opportunity of development. Those who 
are stronger and more advanced should consider their strength as a trust to be used 
to help the weaker nations to fit themselves for full self-government and not to exploit 
them. Exploitation is spiritually as degrading to the exploiter as the exploited. 
(Were these words heard in London?) 

“Then, too,” states China’s first lady, “there must be no bitterness in the recon- 
structed world. No matter what we have undergone and suffered, we must try to for- 
give those who injured us and remember only the lessons gained thereby. The teach- 
ings of Christ radiate ideas for the elevation of souls and intellectual capacities far 
above the common passions of hate and degradation. He taught us to help our less 
fortunate fellow beings, to work and strive for their betterment without ever deceiving 


(Continued on next page) 
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Post-War Problems 


In spite of all the propaganda and suppression of the truth about 
the relationship of the white man’s war aims with the peoples of 
Asia, more and more the truth is seeping out and being recognized 
openly by important and authoritative bodies and organizations. For 
over a year Between the Lines has been informing its readers of the 
suppressed facts on these all-important relationships and it is grati- 
fying to note that so many influential voices are now openly throw- 
ing light on facts and conditions which are still under official sup- 
pression in many quarters. 

Toryism and American imperialism were recently shaken up by 
a report published by the conservative Foreign Policy Association, 
relative to future relationships with Asia. The report points out 
that unless Britain is willing to compromise to the American demand 
for a literal interpretation of the Atlantic Charter, and unless Russia 
and the United States are willing to find common purposes while 
they justly may hold to varying ideologies, there can be no hope 
of building peace in the Pacific. 

The report which we should like to review for our readers states 
that just as the military defeat of Japan wiil become possible only 
on the defeat of Germany, so the orderly solution of Eastern ques- 
tions will depend first of all on the establishment of peaceful, demo- 
cratic conditions in the West. If Europe is divided by widespread, 
prolonged civil war after the defeat of Germany, if the partnership 
of the United States, Britain and the Soviet Union is not maintained 
and strengthened, there will be no basis for an international approach 
to conditions in Asia. 

This does not mean that there will then be no reconstruction in 
the Orient, but it will be reconstruction of the traditional type, with 
each power holding its own as much as possible, and with each 
colony or semi-colony waging a desperate struggle for freedom from 
overlordship—all amid the acute international friction characteristic 
of outright balance-of-power politics. In view of the past history 
of human progress, it would be unwise to say that nothing good 
could emerge from such a situation, but it would be a minimum of 
good, paid for with a maximum of blood. It would not be the in- 
telligent type of growth inherent in the concept of the United Na- 
tions. 

No one can foretell accurately the conditions that will prevail after 
the war, but in East Asia there would appear to be three prere- 
quisites for peaceful, progressive development. First of all, Japan, 
as well as Germany must be utterly defeated. Secondly, China must 
continue its resistance until victory and must remain united in peace. 
Finally the United Nations must preserve and extend their wartime 
cooperation. 

On this basis it is possible to arrive at certain minimum princi- 
ples of a more or less broad character, failing which there will be 
nothing that can properly be described as orderly reconstruction. 
These minima include: measures to prevent Japan from waging 
future wars; complete Chinese sovereignty over all Chinese territory ; 
the independence of India; and a sincere, well-planned effort to 
establish self-government in the various colonial areas at the earliest 
practicable moment with an end of white imperialism. 

Practical application of these principles will present a staggering 
problem: Will China receive complete control over Manchuria and 
Formosa? In dealing with a defeated Japan, will an agreement be 
made with some of the dangerous elements that were responsible for 
war against us? Will the independence of India be granted as soon 
as hostilities cease, or will internal problems characteristic of all 
nations in the process of development be used to justify delay? 
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These questions cannot be answered at present, but by their ac- 
tions now the major powers can indicate their intention to choose 
the forward-looking instead of the backward path. If the United 
States should take steps to repeal the Chinese Exclusion Act and 
place Chinese immigration on a quota basis, if Britain should move 
to resume discussions with the Indian nationalists, if the Netherlands 
should declare their willingness to join in international preparation 
of the Indies for self-government, then the omens for the future of 
Asia would be favorable indeed and the future be not so black. 


Economy 

The big business bloc in Congress masquerading under “economy 
measures” continues to use its power not only to curb unnecessary 
expenditures in the government that do need to be curtailed, but 
also to sink the knife of political assassination into many worth- 
while reform measures that have been instituted by the government 
in the past few years. 

The latest victim is the Securities and Exchange Commission 
whose main purpose, which has been ably accomplished, is to protect 
the average investor from all varieties of fraudulent securities. 

The SEC, heeding the call for economy, cut its budget by $800,000. 
The Tory crowd in the House of Representatives was not satisfied 
with that and took off another $750,000 

Investors who remember back when unscrupulous brokers and 
“gold brick” salesmen defrauded the public of thousands and thou- 
sands of dollars endorse the work of the SEC, whereas the monop- 
olistic utilities, Wall Street speculators and crooked promoters are 
solidly behind the “economy” of slicing the SEC’s budget by a crip- 
pling amount. The average tax payer, however, would rather put 
his dollars into the protection accorded him by the SEC than into 
the cleverly presented but phoney schemes of dealers of worthless 
securities. 


Labor Union Monopoly 

Examples of the struggle of good citizenship and good govern- 
ment against racketeering in both the high spots and the lower 
levels constantly flood the stream of news, although much of such 
reports are suppressed. 

An interesting instance showing how certain elements in the la- 
bor unions will not let their patriotism interfere with selfish interests 
is illustrated in a recent report from the building trades where the 
painters unions are being indicted on the west coast by a federal 
grand jury for violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act in the same 
way that the government has been bringing indictments against the 
big corporations. 

The charge was that the defendants combined to restrict the use 
of paint spray equipment not only in dwellings and business struc- 
tures, but on federal housing projects and other facilities being con- 
structed by government agencies in enormous extent. 

It is charged the government was losing valuable time and was 
forced to pay increased and unnecessary costs. The dispute was 
climaxed when contractors and labor unions refused to allow the 
use of spray guns on a Federal Housing Authority project which 
was constructing a thousand dwelling units for shipyard workers. 

The government charged that refusal to allow use of the equip- 
ment meant a delay of five to six weeks and practically doubled the 
cost of painting. 

The painters tried to promote a strike in order to force the ban 
against the guns and naval authorities had to bar union officials from 
the job to get the painting completed. In some places Marines acted 
as guards to protect painters on a job. 





